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(The Abridgment of “Exhortations and Warnings”)

By Ibn Hajar al-‘ Asqalani

© 2004 Dar al-Kitab wal-Hikmah
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[In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful]
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(2) THE BOOK OF THE SUNNAH
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Exhortation For Following [the Sunnah] and Warning Against Innovating
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12. From Anas bin Malik « that he said: “The Messenger of Allah # said: ‘Whoever turns away
from my Sunnah, then he is not of me.””

It is an agreed upon Aadith.
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13. And from al-‘Irbad bin Sariyah, that he said: “The Messenger of Allah # gave us a sermon”
[and he mentioned the %zadith], and in it is: ‘So hold fast to my Sunnah and the sunnah of the
rightly-guided khalifahs, bite onto it with the (canine/molar) teeth. And beware of the new
matters, for every innovation is misguidance.’”

It was recorded by the Four, except for an-Nasa’i. At-Tirmithi graded it sahih, as did Ibn
Hibban.!

And “an-nawajith” with nun, jim, and thal; is the canine teeth, and it is said that it is the molars,
and the meaning is: “Cling to the Sunnah, just as the one biting on something, fearing its
departure.”
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14. And from Abu Shurayh al-Khuza‘i <% that he said: “The Prophet 42 came out to us and said:
‘Indeed this Qur’an, an end of it is in the Hand of Allah and an end of it is in your hands. So hold
fast to it because you will never be led astray after it.””

It was recorded by at-Tabarani, and with him, and al-Bazar, is (a version of it) from the zadith of
Jubayr bin Mut‘am similar to this one.?
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15. And from Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri « that he said: “The Messenger of Allah # said: “Whoever
eats good things (raiyba) and does actions upon the Sunnah, and protects the people [from his
harm], then he will enter Paradise.’”

Itis recorgded by al-Hakim, and he graded it sakik, and it was recorded by Ibn Abi ad-Dunya in
as-Samt.

Lt was graded sahih by Shaykh al-Albani in Sakhih at-Targib wat-Tarhib.
2The narration of Abu Shuraih was graded sakih by Shaykh al-Albani in Sakih at-Targidb wat-Tarhib, it was graded
hasan by Shaykh Mugqbil in Sakih al-Musnad mima Laysa fi as-Sakihayn.
% It was graded da‘if by Shaykh al-Albani in Da‘if at-Targib wat-Tarhib.
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16. And from Ibn ‘Abbas  that the Messenger of Allah # gave a sermon during the Farewell
Pilgrimage and he said: “I have left among you something which if you were to hold fast to it,
you would never go astray: the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Prophet.”

It was graded sahih by al-Hakim.*
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17. And from ‘A’ishah  that she said: “The Messenger of Allah # said: ‘Whoever invents
something into this affair of ours which is not from it, then it is rejected.””

It is an agreed upon Aadith.
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18. And in a narration of Muslim’s: “Whoever does an action which is not in accordance with
our affair, then it is rejected.” And with Abu Dawud: “Whoever does (sana ‘) an action according
to other than our affair, then it is rejected.”
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19. And from her  — that the Messenger of Allah # said: “I have cursed six, and Allah has
cursed them, and every Prophet is answered: The one who adds to the Book of Allah; the one

4 Similar was graded sahih by Shaykh al-Albani in Sakih al-Jami ‘ no. 2458. In Sahih at-Targib wat-Tarhib he
graded this particular version — from Ibn ‘ Abbas — 4asan. Then, we see in the newer editions: “sahih.”
° Shaykh al-Albani graded this wording — recorded by Abu Dawud — sahih in Sahih al-Jami ‘ no. 6369.
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who rejects Allah’s gadr; the one who overcomes my ummah by force in order to humiliate those
whom Allah has honored, and to honor those whom Allah has humiliated; the one who makes
permissible what Allah has forbidden, the one who makes permissible from [my offspring] that
which Allah has made forbidden, and the one who leaves the Sunnah.”

Recorded by at-Tabarani, and lbn Hibban and al-Hakim graded it sakih.
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20. And from Kathir bin ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin ‘Awf, from his father, from his grandfather,

that he said: “I heard the Messenger of Allah # say: ‘Indeed I fear three things for my ummabh:
The faults of the scholar, the desires of the follower, and the ruling of the transgressor.”””’

Recorded by al-Bazar and at-Tabarani.
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21. And from Huthayfah 4 that he said: “The Messenger of Allah # said: ‘ Allah does not accept
from the companion of innovation: fasting, nor salah, nor 4ajj, nor ‘umrah, nor jihad, and he
leaves from Islam like barely from dough.’”

Recorded by Ibn Majah.?
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® It was graded da‘if by Shaykh al-Albani in Da‘if at-Targib wat-Tarh:b.
"It was graded da‘if by Shaykh al-Albani in Da‘if at-Targib wat-Tarhib.
8 It was graded mawdu * (fabricated) by Shaykh al-Albani in Da‘if at-Targib wat-Tarhib.
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22. And from Kathir bin ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin ‘Awf, from his father, from his grandfather,
that one day, the Messenger of Allah # said to Bilal bin al-Harith: “Know O Bilal! That whoever
revives a sunnah from my Sunnah which has died after me, then he has a reward like that of
whoever acted upon it, without decreasing anything from their reward. And whoever innovates a
deviation which Allah and His Messenger are not pleased with, then he has a sin like that of
whoever acted upon it, without that decreasing anything from the burden of the people.”

Recorded by Ibn Majah and at-Tirmithi, and he said it is a #asan sadith.’
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Exhortation Regarding Rushing To The Good, And Being The First In It, so
That It Is Acted Upon By Others, And The Warning From Its Opposite
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23. From Jarir bin ‘Abdullah « that he said: “We were with the Messenger of Allah # during the
early part of the day and a group came [then he mentioned the 2adith] So the Messenger of Allah
4 said: “Whoever makes a good sunnah in Islam then he has its reward and the reward of
whoever acts upon it after him, without decreasing anything from their reward. And whoever
makes a bad sunnah in Islam, then upon him is its burden and the burden of whoever acts upon
it, without decreasing anything from their burden.’”

It was recorded by Muslim and the Four, except for Abu Dawud. With Ahmad and al-Hakim is
similar, from the sadith of Huthayfah, with the wording: “Whoever makes a good sunnah such
that it is acted upon by others.”*® And it is with at-Tabarani from the hadith of Wathilah bin al-
Asqa‘, with the wording: “So he has its reward so long as it is acted upon, during his life and

% It was graded da‘if jiddan (extremely weak) by Shaykh al-Albani in Da‘if at-Targib wat-Tarhib.

10 1t was graded sahih by Shaykh al-Albani in Sakik at-Targib wat-Tarhib. In the newer version it has “kasan
sahih.”
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after his death, until it is left off.” And he added: “Whoever dies in a state of guarding the
frontier, then he continues to be in the action of guarding the frontier (ar-ribaz) until he is
Resurrected on the Day of Judgement.”
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24. And from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah # said: “Whoever calls to guidance
then he has a reward like the rewards of those who follow him, without that decreasing anything
from their reward. And whoever calls to misguidance, then he has sin like the sins of those who
follow him, without that decreasing anything from their sin.”

Reported by Muslim.

it was graded kasan by Shaykh al-Albani in Sakhih at-Targib wat-Tarhib. In the newer version it has “4asan
sahih.”
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